
CHILDREN’S FAITH FORMATION
PROGRAM OVERVIEW

PHILOSOPHY: We believe that

● Growth in faith is a lifelong journey, undertaken in community and guided by the Holy Spirit.
● The family is the primary community in which faith is shared and nurtured, a.k.a. the Domestic Church
● The whole Church community puts itself at the service of the family to help form young Catholics.
● Formal religious education in the parish is intended to support the family and the Church community in

this mission.
● The goal of our Faith Formation program is active learning that translates into active faith.
● Our children and the ways in which they best experience the transmission of faith, shapes this program.

PROGRAMS: We offer traditional, classroom CFF on Tuesday evenings from 5:30-6:45PM with trained
catechists from our parish, and a home-school version of CFF that meets every 3rd Sunday of the month from
9-10AM to touch base, turn in work, receive new materials, and for enrichment of the lessons. The
home-school program is called GIFT: Growing in Faith Together.

REGISTRATION: All families wishing to register for either the Tuesday night class or the G.I.F.T. program must
be a registered member of St. Mary’s Faith Community. If you are not already a member, please JOIN US! You
are WELCOME to become a part of our parish family!

CURRICULUM: We use religious materials that have been approved for use by the Archdiocese of Baltimore,
and additional programs meant to guide the children into faith. These materials are based on the structure of
the Catechism of the Catholic Church and the General Directory for Catechesis. They are rooted in scripture
and Catholic tradition, and focus on leading children to a lived faith.

ATTENDANCE POLICY: Because Faith Formation is so important, and our time with your child is so brief, (60
minutes per week for 24 weeks), attendance is important. If an absence is unavoidable, he/she is required to
make up the missed work.Students may miss no more than 5 classes for Tuesday, and no more than 2 classes
for GIFT in order to advance. Completion of make-up work will enable your child to be promoted to the next
grade level.

VOLUNTEERS All of our catechists are volunteers, and we always need more people! Please consider
helping us out! For everyone’s protection, those who work with children must have the Archdiocesan VIRTUS
training before working with them in any ministry. Contact Barbara Sadler, extension 22 for more information.

SACRAMENTS: According to Archdiocesan guidelines, children wishing to participate in preparation for a
Sacrament must be regularly attending a parish faith formation program or Catholic school for ONE YEAR
prior to reception of the sacrament.

MASS ATTENDANCE: We are Catholic and the center of our faith is the Sacraments, particularly the
Eucharist. The focus and strength of our lives is found in the celebration of Eucharist with the community.
Children are required to attend Mass with their families on a regular basis.

FIRST RECONCILIATION/EUCHARIST: The time for first sacraments is age 7 or usually Grade 2(the age of
discretion), but First sacraments can happen at any time in a child’s life (over the age of 7). In this parish,
preparations take place either at home or in special preparation classes outside of the regular Faith Formation
Sessions. Reconciliation preparation begins in Fall, and Eucharist in Spring. Canon Law dictates that persons
preparing for Eucharist must first be given the opportunity to receive Penance & Reconciliation. Therefore, any
child wishing to receive Eucharist must first be prepared for Reconciliation.



Finance Ministry Tuition plan for CFF
2023-2024

The Mass is the “source and summit” of our life as a Catholic. Our interest is not in the amount you
give in supporting the parish but rather that you and your children participate at the Mass each week
since the liturgy is most important to the spiritual growth of our children. The Finance Ministry feels
that a family contributing to the parish on a regular/recorded plan should be offered a reduced
payment plan. Therefore, two (2) plans have been established: Plan A and Plan B.

Plan A – An active regular/recorded contributor is a voluntary, systematic, predictable contribution
of financial support to the parish throughout the entire calendar year; prior and present. The
contributor must be the parent/guardian of the child being registered.

The parish offers two (2) option plans to fulfill this obligation.
Option One (1) - Electronic Funds Transfer:

Automatic deduction from your bank account or credit card monthly
Option Two (2) - Church Offertory Envelopes:

Mailed every month
Placed in the collection basket each week

Plan B – Non-recorded and/or not contributing on a regular basis

Determining your Tuition:

Registered Families - Please choose the plan you have been actively participating in for the
entire calendar year; prior and present: Plan A or Plan B.

New Families – Census form must accompany the Plan B registration form. You will pay the Plan A
tuition rate when registering.

Families experiencing a financial crisis – Please register your child(ren) before August 25th and
notify Barbara Sadler, Ext. 22. A payment plan can be set up for the amount to be paid monthly
during the school year. To apply for tuition assistance you must be an active regular/recorded
contributor throughout the entire calendar year; prior and present. A tuition assistance form must be
filled out and approved by the Pastor

Grace Period – From the time the registration packet is mailed until August 25th. Registration
forms MUST be received (not postmarked) in the Parish Office by August 25th to qualify for the
discounted rate of Plan A or Plan B. After August 25th the full price must be paid--NO
EXCEPTIONS

Delinquent Accounts – If an account becomes delinquent and no correspondence has been made
by the person responsible for the payment, a decision will be made for collection of the funds. Please
call Barbara, Ext. 22. Do not let it get to this point. We do not know your circumstances unless you
get in touch with us. We are here to work with you, not against you.

Tuition Cost – see reverse side of the form—remember to choose the plan (A or B) you have been
actively participating in the calendar year; prior and present. TUITION IS DUE AT THE TIME OF
REGISTRATION!



St. Mary, Pylesville
Finance Ministry

Children’s Faith Formation Pre K – 8th Grade
Program Fees 2023-2024

Tuition fees are due at time of registration. Please make a check payable to “St. Mary.”
If full payment cannot be made at time of registration, please contact Barbara Sadler to set up
an appointment to discuss a payment plan. Registration form and payment must be received,
not mailed, in the parish office by August 25, 2023 to qualify for the discount rate! This
includes catechists – the late fee will be applied - No Exceptions!!

PLAN A--Regular / Recorded Contributor

On or before August 25 After Aug. 25
(Discount Rate) (No Discount)

Families with 1(One) Child $95.00 $120.00
Families with 2(Two) Children $140.00 $165.00
Families with 3(Three) or more Children $175.00 $200.00

PLAN B—Non-Recorded / Not A Regular Contributor

On or before August 25 After August 25
(Discount Rate) (No Discount)

Per Child $150.00 $175.00

Please read carefully:

**All registrations will be reviewed against the census contributing program. If the incorrect
plan has been chosen, an adjustment will be made for a refund or billing.

***YOU MUST SIGN THE REGISTRATION FORM OR IT WILL BE RETURNED
TO YOU.




